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BALABHARATA
A STUDY IN ETHICS
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'Your Dharma and Artha should enhance each others pros-
perity and you should not develop much attachment to them. You
should not nurture too much fascination for 'Kama' but pursue it
as it goes well in tune with your Dharma and Artha'.

Thus Bhisma the veteran in the understanding of
Sanatanadharma and ethics advises Dharmaja in this Kavya. The
statement is quite simple and easy to comprehend, but why are
they to be pursued at all? And how the above advice on them
is to be practised at both individual and social levels? These are
the questions of all times. Successful answering of them is real
education. In our Sanatanadharma the Vedas instruct such an un-
derstanding through their injunctions, and their tone is like the
command of a king. And the Puranas explain the same with a
friendly tone. And the Kavya in general tries mainly to impart cor-
rect understanding of it sweetly through the semantics of aesthetics.

Thus the purpose of poetry in our country is not merely
entertainment. It should also became a vehicle to preserve and raise
the moral standards of society. It is necessary for the healthy growth
of society, for the safety of the individual person and property
and also for making the attainment of human goals of existence
recognised by the society as early as possible and as smoothly as
possible.